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But I would not have you to be ignorant, bre- 
thren, concerning them who are aſleep, that 
ye forrow not, even as others who have no 
hope. For if we beleive that Jeſus died 
and roſe again; even fo them alſo, who 
fleep in Jeſus, will God bring with him, 
For this we ſay unto you by the word of the 
Lord; that we who are alive and remain 
at the coming of the Lord, ſhall not prevent 
them who are aſleep. For the Lord himſelf 
ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God : and the dead inChriſt ſhall riſe 

firſt. Then we, who are alive and remain, 

ſhall be caught up together with them in the 

clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and (6 

ſhall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore 


comfort one another quith theſe words. 


leſs than four or five times in this ſhort 
epiſtle makes mention of the future com- 
ing of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; but in none 
of them ſo largely and particularly, as in this 
text, which J have now read, His mani- 


B feſt 


1 is obſervable, that the apoſtle Paul no 
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feſt view in it is to comfort the Theſſaloni- 


an chriſtians, under the ſorrowful thought of 


the death of ſome of their brethren, who 
had died ſince their taking on them the pro- 
feſſion of chriſtianity. He ſhews, that 


whatever might be their own loſs,. in 


| parting with their dear freinds; yet their 


freinds themſelves, ſuch as did really ſleep 
in Jeſus, that is, ſuch as died in the hearty 
beleif of the chriſtian doctrine, and in a 
courſe of practice agreable to it, could be 
no loſers but great gainers; becauſe by that 
very religion, which they profeſſed and prac- 
tiſed, there is abundant aſſurance given, 
that ſuch perſons ſhall at the end of this 


world be raiſed from their graves, and toge- 


ther with thoſe of the fame character, who 
ſhall then remain alive, be made for ever 
happy with the Lord, in whom they have 
beleived, and whom they have faithfully 
obeyed. From theſe contiderations he juſt- 
ly infers, that they could have no reaſon to 
ſorrow on ſuch occafions, like thoſe who, 
for want of the goſpel revelation, were with- 
out this joyful hope ; but ought to comfort 
one another with the refreſhing thought of 
the happineſs, which their departed freinds 

were {ure to enjoy. 
This is the apoſtle's immediate view, and is 
moſt directly ſuited to the occaſion of our 2 
ent 


63.) | 
ſent meeting. But together with this it will 
be worth the while to carry in our minds 
another very important thought relating to 
ourſelves; which is, the fortifving our 
minds againſt the fear of death in our own 
perſons. The doctrine of the text is well 
worth our conſideration in this view ; which 
does not at all interfere with that, which the 
apoſtle had moſt directly in his thoughts. 
Mortal as we are, and conſtantly liable to 
death, either by ſome diſtemper, or by any 
one of a thouſand accidents, which may be- 
fall us e're we are aware, it becomes us to 
makes the thought of death familiar to us; 
that we may live as thoſe, who expect to 
die, and who know not how ſoon death 
may overtake us; and that we may wait for 
our great change with that calmneſs, which 
becomes thoſe who have groand to hope, 
that it will be greatly to their advantage. 
And certainly, if chriſtians have reaſon 70 
comfort one another upon the death of their 
freinds, «who die in the Lord; they have 
ground for joyful hope, inſtead of flaviſh 
fear, in the view of their own departure, if 
they themſelves are faithful in the profeſſion 
they have taken upon them. 

Let us therefore proceed to conſider the 
particulars of the doctrine, which the text 
contains, The apoſtle comforts the beleiv- 

| B 2 ing 
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ing Theſſalonians cheifly with theſe conſide- 
rations : that the reſurrection of Jeſus from 
the dead is a juſt ground for beleiving, that 
his faithful followers ſhall alſo riſe, and by 
the power of God be brought together at 
the laſt day with their Lord and maſter, 
whom they have ſerved ; and that being 
brought together, they ſhall be ever with him. 
Theſe are the conſiderations, with which 
the apoſtle comforts the minds of the be- 
leiving Theſſalonians, and exhorts them to 
comfort one another. But between theſe 
grand arguments of comfort he inſerts an 
account of ſome remarkable circumſtances 
of the future reſurrection, and of the gathe- 
ring together of thoſe faithful chriſtians, 
who ſhall be alive and remain upon earth at 
that time, with thoſe who ſhall be raifed out 
of their graves ; and obſerves, that the one 
fhall not go before the other to that ſu- 
preme happineſs, which is reſerved for both 
in the heavenly ſtate, but that both ſhall be 
made completely happy together. Every 
part of the text affords matter of joy and 
comſort to the faithful ſervants of Chriſt: 
and therefore, I ſhall take the liberty to con- 
fider the whole in that order, in which the 

particulars lie. The apoſtle obſerves, 
I. That the reſurrection of Jeſus from the 
dead is a juſt ground for beleiving, —_— 
All 


(5) 
faithful followers ſhall alſo riſe; and ſhall 
by the power of God be brought together 
at the laſt day with their Lord and Maſter, 
whom they have ſerved. 

This is contained in thoſe words, ver. 14. 
For if we beleive, that Jeſus died and roſe 
again, even ſo them alſo, who ſleep in Jeſus, 
will God bring with him. 

Tf wwe beleive. The apoſtle does not in 
theſe words make any doubt, whether the 
Theſſalonian chriſtians did beleive, that 
Chriſt died and roſe again. But he ap 
to them, that ſince they did beleive theſe 
things, they ought to take the comfort, 
which naturally flows from ſuch a beleif : 
which is, the thought that the faithful fol- 
lowers of Jeſus ſhall likewiſe be raiſed, to 
be made happy with him. He ſpeaks of 
the reſurrection of Jeſus from that death, 
which he ſuffered for their ſake, as a ſure 
pledge of their reſurrection to a life, which 
ſhall never have an end. Chriſt himſelf 
being raiſed from the dead dieth no more ; 
death hath no farther power over bim. And 
ſo ſhall it be with thoſe, who have lived 
and died in his faithful ſervice. They 
ſhall not be kept under the power of the 
grave; but ſhall ſurely riſe, and be ga- 
thered together unto him, whom they have 
ſerved. | PL 
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The apoſtle chooſes to ſpeak of the deatli 
of faithful chriſtians under the ſimilitude 
of ſleep. Thoſe alſo who ſleep in Feſus will 
God bring with him. They are not, it ſeems, 
to be accounted of as dead, and paſt all 
hope of life, being only in a ſleep; ſuch 
a ſleep, out of which they ſhall be ſure 
to awake, and enter into the joy of their 
Lord. | 

Sleeping in Jeſus ſignifies dying in the 
profeſſion and practice of the chriſtian re- 
ligion, as I have already obſerved. And 
ſuch are the perſons, to whom the doctrine 
of Chriſt's reſurrection gives ground of com- 
fort, both with regard to the death of their 
departed brethren, and the view of their 
own. Our Lord Jeſus did neither die for 
himſelf, nor r:/e for himſelf only. He died 


for us, that whether we wake or ſleep, we 
ſhould live together with him; as the apoſtle 


obſerves in chap. v. of this epiſtle, ver. 10. 
And he roſe again ; not only that he might 
enter into that glory, which was to be the 
reward of his doing and ſuffering the will of 
his heavenly father ; but alſo that he might 
receive and exerciſe the power of raiſing his 
faithful followers from the grave, and of 
crowning their labours and ſufferings with 
immortal life. To this purpoſe he himſelf 
ſpeaks, Joh. vi. 39, 40. This is the Father's 

Will, 


E241 


will, who bath ſent me; that of all, whom be 
bath given me, I ſhould loſe nothing, but ſbou d 
raiſe them up again at the laſt day. And this 
is the will of him, that ſent me; that every 
one, who ſeeth the Son, and belerveth on him, 
may have everlaſting life ; and T will raiſe 
him up at the laſt day. The like he had de- 
clared in chap. v. ver. 25—29. And to 
the ſame purpoſe are many other paſſages in 
the New Teſtament. Our Lord Jeſus, b 
giving up himſelf unto death in the courts 
of that miniſtry, which he undertook, not 
only merited of the Father to be raifed and 
reſtored to the glory, which he had laid 
down ; but likewile merited the power, which 
was given him in heaven and in earth, parti- 
cularly that of raiſing his followers to a 
glory reſembling his own. This power was 
confered on him as a reward of his great 
humiliation, and particularly of his ſub- 
miting to death in the courſe of his mi- 
niſtry. Fa 8 
And therefore it is with great proprie- 
ty, that the apoſtle in the text ſpeaks 
of the death of Chriſt, as well as of 
his reſurrection. F we beleive that Chrift 
died. Now if we give credit to any part of 
our Saviour's - hiſtory, as recorded in the 
evangeliſts, we cannot fail of beletving that 
grand article of his death, in which they all 
: ſo 


(8) 


fo exactly agree, and which is ſo largely ſet 


forth in many particular circumſtances. The 
Jews, our Lord's inveterate enemies, made 


ſure work here; ſo ſure, that they thought 


it impoſſible for him to riſe ; and would not 
beleive that he afterwards did riſe. But the 
greater aſſurances they gave, that Chriſt did 
really die; the greater was the aſſurance af- 
terwards, that he was raiſed from the dead ; 
becauſe of the abundant proofs given after 
his death, that he was really alive; be- 
fades the circumſtances attending his reſur- 
rection. 

Now this reſurrection of Chriſt from the 
dead, of which his apoſtles had received the 
fulleſt demonſtration, not only gave a firm 
ground for beleiving all that he had taught 
in the Father's name, and particularly for 
beleiving e promiſe of eternal life, which 
he had made ſo great a part of his doctrine ; 
but likewiſe became, as was before obſerved, 
a proper pledge of the reſurrection of his 
faithful followers to ſuch a life, as in the 
Father's name he had promiſed them. No 
way ſo ſuitable for eſtabliſhing the hope, 
which the promiſe had raiſed, as the ſhew- 
ing by infallible proofs, that he, who had de- 
livered it, was actually raiſed to life, and 
aſcended triumphantly into heaven, after = 


( 9): 
had ſuffered the moſt cruel and ignominious 
death. | 

The -faithful followers of Jeſus Chriſt 
have therefore abundant reaſon to beleive, 
that they, and their pious freinds who are 
gone before them, ſhall be raiſed to that 
life of eternal happineſs, which in his mini- 
ſtry he ſo often promiſed. And conſequently 
they ought not to be over-much concerned 
at the thought of the way through which 
they are to paſs towards it, the valley of the 
ſhadow of death; or too much dejected 
at parting with their dear freinds for a 
while. 

This is the firſt obſervation from the words 
of the text, in ver. 14. V we beleſve that 
Jeſus died and roſe again, even ſo them alſo 
who ſleep in Jeſus will God bring with bim. 
This verſe does not indeed contain the men- 
tion of that happineſs, to which the faithful 
ſhall be raiſed; but only the aſſurance of a 
future reſurrection, argued from Chriſt's own 
reſurrection after his death. The happineſs 
itſelf is mentioned ver. 17. And ſo ſhall we 
ever be with the Lord. But before the 
expreſs mention of that, the apoſtle ob- 
ſerves, 

II. That they, who ſhall remain alive at 
the coming of the Lord, ſhall not enter te 

C 0 


1 
the promiſed happineſs before thoſe, who 
will then be in their graves. N 

This is contained in ver. 15. and is de- 
livered with great ſolemnity, as if received by 
immediate revelation from heaven. For ibis ue 

fay unto you by the word of the Lord ; that they, 
I | ho are alive and remain at the coming of the 
# Lord, ſhall not prevent them who are _ 
What way ſoever this aſſurance was received, 
| it is delivered by an inſpired apoſtle, not as 
|| his own private opinion, but as the word of 
1 the Lord: This we ſay unto you by the word of 
1 the Lord. And the thing itſelf it ſuited to 
if the wiſdom and goodneſs of him, who is 
ze Lord both of quick and dead. When the 
time of retribution is come, it is fitting that 
all the faithful ſhould be pathered together, 
that they may together 575 the happineſs 
[ll promiſed ; thoſe of preceding generations, 
if with ſuch who ſhall then be alive, when 
i the retribution commences. Whatever com- 
fort the departed faithful 'may have enjoyed 
in the intermediate ſtate, which in the text 
is compared to ſeeb; whatever pleaſure in 
being freed from the ſnares, dangers, and 
manifold evils of the life they had led upon 
earth; whatever ſatisfaction in the ſecurity of 
that good hope, which had formerly been 
attended with many fears: yet they are to 

| enjoy 
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enjoy a much greater felicity at the reſur- 
rection; which thoſe who ſhall then be 
alive upon earth, are not to enter upon be- 

fore them. | TENT 
It may be proper here to obſerve; that 
the apoſtle ſpeaks in ſuch a manner, as if he 
and the chriſtians of that age in which he 
lived, would be alive and remain till the re- 
ſurrection: We, who are alive and remain, 
ſhall not prevent them who ſleep. But it is 
plain, that his meaning is, thoſe of us chri- 
ſtians, who ſhall be alive and remain at that 
Concerning the apoſtle himſelf, it is 
evident from other parts of his writings, 
that he did not expect to live to that day; 
but to die, as he really did, a martyr for the 
faith, And if the Theſſalonians, to whom 
he then wrote, did any of them miſtake his 
words in this epiſtle, he took care to rectify 
their miſtake in his next, which was written 
but about a year after; beſeeching them, 
Chap. 11, ver, 1, 2, 3. not to be ſoon ſhaken in 
ming, or be troubled, either by ſpirit, or by 
word, or by letter, as from him, that the day 
of Chriſt was at hand. He adds: Let no man 
* deceive you by any means. For that day ſhall 
not come, except there come a falling away firſt, 
and that man of fin be revealed, the ſon of per- 
dition. And in ver. 5. he appeals to them, 
that while he was yet with them he had told 


C2 them 
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them theſe things. In the words of the text 
therefore, he only ſpeaks of chriſtians in 
general, and of himſelf as one of them; and 
ſignifies that thoſe of that char who 
ſhould remain alive at the reſurrection, ſhould 
0 not enter into the complete happineſs pro- 
miſed to the faithful before their departed 
6 brethren, who were ſleeping in their graves. 
I III. The apoſtle upon this proceeds to 
| enumerate ſeveral circumſtances, which ſhall 
| 


attend the reſurrection, or follow ſhortly 
after it. The particulars of which are con- 
tained in ver. 16, 17. For the Lord bimſelf 
ſhall deſcend from heaven with a ſhout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Chrift ſhall 
riſe 25 Then they, abo are alive and re- 
main, ſhall be caught up together with them 
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air. 

All theſe things are delivered in the fame 
train of diſcourſe, as that in the preceding 
verſe : This we ſay unto you by the word of the 
Lord. By which the apoſtle ſhould ſeem 
to mean, that he had the aſſurance of all I 
theſe things by immediate revelation from 3d 
heaven ; as he aſſured the beleiving Gala- | 
tians concerning the whole of that goſpel 
which he had reached to them, bat he 
was not taught it but by the revelation of Je- 
fus Cbriſt. Gal. I, 12; 3 


FRY 

A conſiderable part indeed of what is 
contained in my text, our Lord himfelf had 
delivered in the days of His miniſtry, parti- 
cularly Matth. xx1v. 30, 31. Then ſhall 
appear the fign of the ſen of man in heaven : 
and then ſhall the tribes of the earth neuen, 
and they ſhall ſee the ſon f man coming in 
the clouds of heaven, with power and great 
glory: and he ſhall ſend his angels with a 
great ſound of a trumpet, and they ſhall ga- 
ther together the elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other; And 
other circumſtances may be gathered from 
other places. But what we are to learn from 
the whole is, that the final happineſs of the 
departed faithful ſhall be introduced with 
very great ſolemnity ; the Lord himſelf not 
thinking it beneath him to- deſcend, from 
heaven for that purpoſe, with a ſhout and 
the voice of the archangel ; and to employ 
his angels to gather his elect together, in 
order to glorify them in the view of the 
whole world. | | 

But there is a particular circumſtance re- 
latedin ver. 16.and defign'd as a ſpecial honour. 
to the departed faithful: the dead inChrift ſhall 
riſe firſt. This muſt, I think, be underſtood 
all thoſe who died in the faith of Jeſus 
Chriſt, having lived agreably to the faith 
which they profeſſed, And this fame 3 
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ſtle, writing to the church at Corinth, ſoru- 
les not to affirm, from the aſſurance which 
he had received to that purpoſe, that the 
faints ſhall concur with Gul, in judging 
the reſt of the world. Nay he appeals to 
them that they themſelves knew it, 1 Cor, 
VI. 2, 3- Do ye not know, that the ſaints 
Hall judge the world? and if the world ſhall 
be judged by you, are ye unworthy to judge 
the ſmalleſt matters? Know ye not that we ſhall 
fudge angels ? | 3 
Our bleſſed Lord himſelf, whilſt on earth, 
had aſſured his apoſtles, that they ſhould fit 
upon thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Trad Luk. xxII. 29, 30. And there ſeems 
to be a ſpecial reaſon for the apoſtles being 
allowed to concur with their great IE in 

ing condemnation e unbeleivi 

pu 1 . rejected Te 
reat bleſſing of the goſpel which the apo- 
| and in Chriſt's name offer- 
ed to their countrymen, at the peril of their 
own peace and life, It 1s for 3 the 
like reaſon, that the ſaints in general ſhall 
judge the world, and concur in the ſentence 
which ſhall paſs upon incorrigible ſinners, 
for not turning from the evil of their ways 
in the uſe of thoſe means which proved 
effectual to their own happineſs. And not 
only will they concur in the ſentence ; but 
4 ares as 
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as they are to be raiſed firſt, they will have 
likewiſe, by means of the ſentence before 
paſſed in their own favour, the opportunity 
of ſeeing and concuring in the whole pro- 
ceſs againſt the wicked. In effect they 
will join in this proceſs, by the * teſtimony, 
which their wiſer and better conduct mult . 
give againſt the unwarrantable behaviour of 
thoſe, who would ſhew no regard to the 
means of grace which were afforded to them. 
By the ſentence it ſelf, which will be. paſſed 
on the faithful, they will be inſtated in z 
kingdom, a royal dignity, reſembling in fome 
meaſure that of the great king, who thus 
exalts them. For this is. the very tenour 
of the ſentence, as repreſented, Matth. 
XXV. 34. Come ye 2 of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. In this cha- 
rater of royal dignity they will con- 
cur with Chriſt to judge the word, 8 
received the higheſt honours in the ſight 

thoſe, who upon earth deſpiſed them, and 
held them 1n great contempt for that very 
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* Noah is ſaid, even while here upon earth, to have 
condenmed the world, Heb. xi. 7. And this he did by 
the teſtimony, which his conduct, -proceding from the 
ſtedfaſtneſs of his faith, gave againſt the wickedneſs of 
the age in which he lived : to which he delivered divine 
warnings all the while the ark was preparing. 
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conduct, and particularly. that humility. of 
heart and ſelf-denial, for which their judge 
rewards them with glory and -inexpreflible 
oy. | 
; The mention of this leads me to conſider, 

IV. The laſt thing contained in the text, 
the exceeding great and eternal felicity of 
thoſe, who die in the Lord, that they ſhall 
ever be with him: So ſhall we ever be with the 
Lord. | 

The firſt thing that preſents itſelf to our 
thoughts on this occaſion, is the removal 
from this earth, the ſcene of all the miſeries 
they had endured, and of all the dangerous 
ſnares which had ſurrounded them; and 
which, though they could afford them no 
other delights, than thoſe of a groſs kind 
and ſhortduration, had yet, from their earthly 
frame, proved the unhappy means of bitter 
reflexions, upon giving too much way to 
them. From all the ſorrows which the 
felt here, and the ſnares which betrayed 
them into thoſe ſorrows, the ſaints will be 
effectually ſet free, when they are taken 
up from hence, and enter upon the heavenly 
ſtate. Nay, this happineſs they may be ſaid 


to enjoy, as ſoon as they leave the world 


by death : but the heavenly ſtate into which 
they will be removed, will be the comple- 
tion of their happineſs. 


cate 


2 0 
e 


2 : *- TY 1 J * - 4 "_ © 
ITE IA ae Ea ; 8 R 
£ r + 8 TTY 
. + . " * "Y 4 * 4 5 2 * 
3 mug 4 . 9 S 3 
„ 1 4 5 * Wd 5 ＋ %.. 
. Cs 


| ms ih att mate ih. die. At ore 


Te Dre. ca 


£1 
1 
% 
* 
- 4 
* 
\ 
6 1 
N SF 
+ 
_ Li 
I 
7 
* 
* * 
2 
=” 
"_ 
WE 
» 
Y o 
1 * 
= 
4Y 
5 
4 % 
* 
* 
F - 


* * 
= 
* 
- 
Le 
v8 
. 
. « 
- 
_ 
* 
1 
A 
A 
<q 
89 : 
> 
"= 
8 
- 
ov 
* 
- 
* 
—_—. 
Mo » 
7 
1 
11 
1 E 
"=> 
= 
= 
J * 
—* 
* 
* . 
Y 
ty id 
7 "4 L 
. N 
* 
= 
5 
= 
w— 
Io 
oY 
1 47 
_ 
„ 
0 * 
-.Y - 
—_ 
1 " 
_ * 
7 
' Cr 
: 2 
* = 
* 


2 - .» OOO 
By Wich heavenly ſtate I do not mean 
barely the beautiful ànd glorious appearance 
of the heaven itſelf, confidered 8 4 place, 
though fat more extellent and defirable 
than king earth which we inhabit; fot that 
of all other conſiderations is the meaneſt, 
with regard to the ſublime felicity, of 
the heivetily ſtate. But the gitar, excel 
tency.' vf that happineſs” will confiſt in the. 


clear 'thanifeſtation' of Gôd's compliceney,: | 


whoſe more immediate reſidencę 'is in hea- 
ven: 2 where, when he has advaticed his 
faithful ſervants into "nearer vietys of his 
glory, than they Were capable of enjoying,” 
or even of beating Here upon earth, they 
will ' have the moſt ravifhing ſenſe of his 
high complacency ; and be employed in the 
conſtant exereiſe of thoſe good and holy Ha- 
bits, which were begun here, and which, 


even in this vale of tears, gave them a well⸗ 


grounded joy in the ſenſe of God's approba- 
tion, but will then be increaſed and heigh- 
tened beyond expreſſſon. 
Whatever can be called real happineſs, 
muſt be greater or leſſer, according to our 
fitneſs and capacity to enjoy it. A mind 
therefore, endued with the power of know- 
ing and following after thoſe things which 
are really and internally good, and yet at 
the ſame time capaple of neglecting them, 
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(18) 
can never be truly happy, till it has learned to 
delight in thoſe good things above all other. 
And the more it is habituated to ſuch a de- 
light, the more happineſs it will enjoy : 
and wbatever hinders the eſtabliſhment of 
the habit, abates juſt ſo much of the felici», 
ty. There are indeed delights of a lower 
kind, ſuited to our preſent earthly. ſtats, 
which in a moderate way we may ſafely en- 
jay, and which were defign'd: for our en- 
tertainment here. But there is danger of 
too great indulgence; and the more wg 
give way to theſe, the leſs is our capacity 
and fitneſs for the higher enjoyments of the 
ſpiritual kind. When therefore the ſpirits 
of departed ſaints are freed from the incum- 
brance of fleſh, they will exerciſe with more 
advantage, and inexpreſſibly more. pleaſure 
and delight, the good habits, of which the 
foundations were laid in a ſtate of trial and 
difficulty. Their underſtandings, which here 
below were too much clouded with the 
fumes of earthly affections, will ſee more 
clearly the excellency and true worth of 
what is in itſelf eſſentially good; there will 
be a high delight in that courſe of action, 
which ſuits the relation to God and to his 
creatures: and as there will be nothing to 
hinder their purſuing that, which the well 
guided judgment approves, that courle wit 


(tg) 
be ſteddily purfacd; and the delight in it will 


continually more and more increaſe. ' That 

is to fy, the departed famts will continu- 

ally ſet more and more reaſon for loving 
eme beſt ef beings with all their heart, and 
| 3 foul, "ard mind, and for mixing that ardent 
x affection with the higheſt reverence and 
veneration, They will at the ſame time fee 
more and more reaſon for loving one another, 
in a much better manner tham did here below, 
where there were ſo many things to hinder 
their judging aright concerning each others 
conduct; and the pleaſure of promoting to 
the utmoſt of their power each others Bo- 


| 

pʒineſs will increafe accordingly. The unin- 
XxX terrupted exerciſe of theſe habits, attended 
| with the cleareſt views of God's approba- 
| tion and complacency, will prove the happi- 
| neſs of the heavenly ſtate to be inexpretibly 
ſuperior to our beſt enjoyments, even thoſe 
of the fame kind, here upon earth; and 
A infinitely ſuperior to thoſe of any other kind, 
| = which relate to the inferior part of our make 

" == and conſtitution. - 
| 48 Thus I have diſcourſed breifly on the 
grand conſtituents of that felicity, to which 
_ departed faints ſhall be advanced, when they 
are taken up from earth to the heavenly regi- 
ons, where they ſhall ever be with the Lord. 
And theſe are the uninterrupted exerciſe of, 
D 2 and 
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(22), 
increaſing delight in, thoſe holy habit 
we had their. be begining in the tate. 
trial; together with the clear manifeſta- 
tions of. the complacency of the greateſt and 
wiſeſt, the moſt holy and moſt beneficent 
of all beings. For. — 5 the foundation 
muſt be laid in the inward diſpoſition and 
temper of the mind, without which it is 
impoſſible there ſhould; be true happineſs ;, 
yet the clear and conſtant views of the ap- 
probation , and complacency of the moſt 
perfect being is that, which will give to 
this happineſs its higheſt pe rfection. 5 
But we ought not to gh over — en 
a diſtinct notice, that thought which le 
apoſtle in our text choſe to mention in a par- 
ticular manner: that the ſaints ſhall for — 
be with. the Lord, whom they had ſerved; 
the Lord their redeemer, — ſubjects they 
choſe to be in the conſtitution of his hea- 
venly kingdom; and . whole commands, 
though not without infirmities and failings, 


they had faithfully obſerved. Their ,being 


px ever with him is mentioned in the text 


as the very happineſs, to which they ſhall 
= advanced. And we may remember, 
that it was under the character of happineſs 

that our Lord, in the time of his humilia- 
tion, not long before the greateſt degree of 
it, + When he was in the near proſpect of ſuf- 
fering 


(2K) 
fe the croſs, ;-prayedito.his 
ry og STI diſciples 5 5 
they might bebold his glory 3\the glory mich lthe 
Father had given him;; hv laved hain before 
the. foundation, of; the: world," Joh. xyz 
This being. with Cbriſt, and behalding F 
was, I — deſired by Chriſt for his faithful 

diſciples, in the character of high felicity. 
SE ſo undoubtedly it will prove; asithey 
will bear a part in all that glory and happi- 
neſs, that high glory and happineſs, to wich 
the Son will — — by the Father, for 
tranſacting their ſalvation, e MEI 
deeply in order to effect it. | 
The bleſſed Jeſus — this whole 
3 in obedience to the will of the Father, 
who engaged him in it: and he — 
F his obedience unto the death of the 
1 glory additional to that which he h ich 
A the Father before the foundation of the 
world. In all this glory he deſires, that his 
faithful followers may bear a part; as they 
willingly partook with him in that con- 
tempt, with which he and his doctrine were 
treated upon earth. And accordingly L make 
no doubt, that the ſaints in heaven will par- 
ticipate with Chriſt in all the glorious mani- 
feſtations of God's high complacency in 
e and that theſe will crown and give 
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ſitions. 
J ſhall add only one word more 00 ſet 
forth the excellency of the happineſs, of 
which I have been diſcourſing. And that 
is, the eternity of its duration. So ſhall we 
ever be with the Lord. If there were any 
danger, that the faints once poſſeſſed of 
this felicity could lofe or be deprived of it, 
much of the comfort which the proſpect of 
it affords, would by that means be abated ; 
and the uncertainty of ſuch an event would 
deſtroy much of the pleaſure conceived. — 
to our great conſolation, eternal life is the 
ie of him who cannot lie; Tit. 1. 2. And the 
is no foundation for ſuppoting, that the 
eternity here ſpoken of is to be underſtood 
in any other than the ſtrict and literal 
ſenſe. The /;fe, which I have been deſcribing, 
is He indeed; ſuch as ſhall never be cut off 
by death. After it has continued for mil- 
lions of ages, it will ſtill be as freſh, with 
the joyful proſpect of everlaſting duration, 
as if it was but newly begun. This is the 
happineſs, into which hey who fleep in Fe y_ 
ſhall be received at the reſurre&ion. 
And now, my brethren, I will appeal 
to yourſelves, whether the apoſtle had not 
abundant reaſon to conclude his diſcourſe 
with 
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( 23) 
with exhorting the Theſlalonians 70 | compar 
ons another with the thoughts he hed 
laid before them; and whether, 
the conſolation which thoſe thoughts yeild 
with regard to our pious departed friends, 
Gay do not bkeviſe ud a juſt ground gf 
PES 
diſſolution, provided we are found to bo 


aſleep, we ©.mey fir 4 in eſtas all —— 
fort and joy of his reſurrection, and of the 


glories Which ſhall follow, belong to us. 
And this thought, which is clearly enough 
included in the doctrine of the text, though 
not its moſt immediate view, is fit ta. bs 
often revolved: in our minds. | 

Tis true, death is ſpoken of in dene 
itſelf as the * king gf tærrors. And the very 
proſpect of going into an unſeen, un- 
known Rate: has ſomething ſhocking in it; 
ſomething, which has a tendency to bring 
the ſoul into bondage, as the apoſtle ex- 
preſſes it, Heb. 11. 1 5 But he N ob- 
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* Job xvIII. 14. | 
ſerves 
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(4) 
ſerves that Chriſtis zaking part of fleſh ani 
bleok, "ith the view of 22 and de- 
ftropin by death'thimr who that the poier- 
death, was the proper means f delivering 
220, o through fear 'of death weve all ther 
Hel tine ſubjet: to bondage. Such is our 
condition at preſent, that we cannot paſs 
into the * future ſtate, reſerved for the 
faithful, without eher going through death} 
or ſuch a changè as is equivalent to it. — 
diſagreeable ſoever therefore the paſſage 
be; let the ſure proſpect of what Ga to to 
— joyed beyond the grave, reconcile us to 

If we are Chriſt's, all our {orrows and 
— will be left behind us; nor fhall 
we find burſelves loſers for any ſincere greif 
conceived at the thought of having diſ- 
charged our duty no better. But Fet- us 
take care, while we are yet in a ſtate of 
trialg to diſcharge every duty in ſuch man- | 
ner, that we may have a right to encourage = 
the hope ſet before us in the text. Let 9 
us adhere firmly to our profeflion; and 
live in the practice of what we profeſs: 
And this will effectually ſet us above all 
the ſcoffs of tl. ſe, who deride the pro- 
feſſion. They will be ſtrangers to the joy; 
which will overflow. in our Hearts. And 
this we may depend on, that notwithſtand- 4 
ing the difference between natural conſti- 4$ 

6 tutions * 
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(25) 


tutions, by means of which ſome are more 
prone to greif and melancholy, and others 
more chearful; yet that chriſtian, who in 
the ſtated courſe of his life takes care to be 
found in the practice of his duty, in con- 
formity to the holy goſpel which he has 
profeſſed, will be the moſt likely to die 
joyful. And we have ſeen it fully proved, 
that all ſuch have abundant ground and 
foundation for it. 
But our text moſt expreſly calls upon us, 
in the character of Chriſt's diſciples, to com- 
fort one another with regard to our pious 
freinds, who are by-death removed from 
us; with the conſideration, that God who 
raiſed from the dead the bleſſed Jeſus, their 
Lord and ours, will alſo raiſe them, and 
bring them with him to the enjoyment of 
an eternal life of complete happineſs ; and 
that they and we ſhall ever be with the 
Lord, after the ſhort ſeparation which is 
made by death. Their happinels is ſecured, 
becauſe all the ſnares and dangers of their 
ſtate of trial are at an end. And together 
with theſe ſnares and dangers, an end is like- 
wiſe put to all kinds of fcrrow and trouble, 
that ever did attend them. They are in 
the ſure proſpect of ſupreme felicity ; and 
in the actual poſſeſſion of high degrees of 
happineſs, vaſtly beyond what this world 
E could 
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(26) 
could afford; though not in the full poſ- 
ſeſſion of all that will be enjoyed, when the 
reſurrection takes place, and their bodies 
and ſouls are re-united. On theſe accounts 
they may truly be ſaid to be preſent with 
the Lord, while they are abſent from the 
body; whereas when they were at home in 
the body, they were abſent from the Lord, as 
the apoſtle obſerves, 2 Cor. v. 6. For 
while clogged with ſuch bodies, as we all 
carry about us in the preſent ſtate, they 
had not thoſe clear communications of the 
favour and love of Chriſt, which are to be 
enjoyed when the ſoul is freed from the 
corruptions which attend fleſh and blood. 
But the bodies of the ſaints at the reſur- 
rection will be raiſed *. incorruptible ; and 
ſo changed, as deſervedly to be called ſpi- 
ritual bodies, in compariſon of theſe earthly, 
animal bodies, which often hinder the opera- 
tions of the inhabiting ſpirit. This corrup- 
tible will put on incorruption : and this mor- 
tal will put on immortality. Then will the 
happineſs of Chriſt's faithful followers be 
complete, inexpreſſibly beyond all that I 


1 


have been deſcribing: and, which crowns 
all, the happineſs ſhall never have an 


end, 
This 1s a juſt foundation of comfort with 
regard to our dear freinds, a die in the 


* x Cor. xv. 


Lord, 
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(27) 
Lord, after having faithfully ſerved him in 
the courſe of their lives. With this thought 
therefore we ought to comfort ourſelves, 
and one another, upon the removal of our 
brother, whoſe death is the occaſion of our 
preſent meeting. Of whoſe life and cha- 
racer permit me to give the following brei 
account: which may, I hope, be of ſome 


benefit to thoſe who ſurvive him. 


Mr. Jeſetb Morris was born at Bad- 
bey, near Daventry, in the county of 


| Northampton, about ſeventy years ago, but 


in what year is not certainly known. His 
father was a diſſenting miniſter, of the 
Baptiſt denomination, in that county, and 
one of the meſſengers of the churches 
in that neighbourhood. The ſon was in 
his carly years taken notice of for his piety 
and good genius; and having made a con- 
ſiderable progreſs, both in grammar learn- 
ing and accademical ſtudies, had a propoſal 
made to him, of being ſent to one of our 
univerſities for farther improvement. But 
declining this offer, he was by ſome gene- 
rous * patrons ſent over into Holland; and 
ſtudied ſome years at Am/lerdam, under the 
direction of the celebrated Mr. John le Clerc 
and Mr. Philip Limborch. But as he choſe 
to make the Scriptures the rule of his faith 
* The family of the Wrights of Daventry. 
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and practice, he no farther eſpouſed the 


ſentiments of others, than as they appeared 
to him conſiſtent with thoſe ſacred oracles. 
He was a very cloſe ſtudent, and took 


in a large compaſs of knowledge: but his 


cheif care was to be intimately acquainted 
with the holy Scriptures. For which pur- 
poſe he gained a conſiderable ſkill in both 
thoſe languages in which they. were firſt 
written; and then applied himſelf to the 
ſtudy of the originals, and of the learned 
commentators upon them. This critical 
knowlege of the Scriptures enabled him to 
defend them againſt the falſe and injurious 
reflections of the enemies of e ee 
who often raſhly reproach what they never 
vok the pains to - underſtand, or fairly to 
examine. Of this he has given ſome re- 
markable inſtances in that judicious volume 
of ſermons, which he left behind him: 
and would have given more, if health and 
ſome other circumſtances had concurred to 
favour him, in what he further deſigned. 
He was well read in univerſal hiſtory, 
and particularly in what relates to ecgleti- 
aſtical affairs; well acquainted with the 
ancient apologiſts for chriſtianity, and the 
objections raiſed againſt it by its enemies, 
both ancient and modern, and well qua- 
lifted to anſwer them. He was likewife 


well 


l 
« 
4 
1 
+ 
1 
oo 
_ 
* 
4 2 
* 
"= 
« 
= 


s X ˙ © . T— ons. omit dtc. : 


- 
4 
0 


(29) * 


well acquainted with the controverſies," e 


which chriſtians have unhappily raiſed 
among themſelves. But though he was 
a zealous advocate for what he beleived to 
be the truth, he choſe rather to employ his 
miniſtry in practical diſcourſes, than in 
thoſe of the contentious kind: and even 
when engaged in controverſy was careful 
to lay down the reaſons why he differed 
from his brethren, without expreſſing paſ- 
ſionate reflections againſt them. 

After his return from Holland, having 
exerciſed his miniſtry for a few years in 
Northamptonſhire and the neighbouring 
counties, he was, in the year 1724, called 
and ordained to the paſtoral care of this 
church, in conjunction with its ancient 
paſtor, the reverend Mr. Thomas Kerby ; 
with whom he lived in great freindſhip and 
eſteem. But they did not officiate long to- 
gether ; the one being removed by death in 
the year 1727, after having, by reaſon of 
his very great age, for a conſiderable time 
defiſted from preaching, | 

ow faithfully our dear brother, whom 
you have lately loſt, ſerved you in the character 
and relation which he took upon him, yau 
vourſelves are witneſſes. But I would de- 
fire you moreover to remember, in a par- 


«ticular manner, how plainly he ſhewed, by 


his 


” (30. 
his courſe of action, the ſincerity of the 
. profeſſion which he made. as a chriſtian ; 
exemplifying by his conduct what he re- 
commended as a miniſter, He practiſed 
the duties of a chriſtian life : and was not 
aſhamed to let it be known, that he practiſed 
them upon chriſtian principles; beleiving 
in Chriſt, as appointed of, God to be his 


inſtructor, his ruler, and his rewarder. Of 
this I ſpeak with the greater confidence, k 
becauſe I myſelf have with great delight 
been a witneſs of his zeal in recommend. 

ing obedience to Chriſ\ upon the principle By 
of beleiving his divine miſſion. 'JH 


He particularly excelled in humility, and 
meekneſs, and patience, and in delighting 
to do good, after the example of his Lord 
and Maſter. His penetrating, ſolid judg- 
ment, joined to a very extenſive compaſs 
of Jearning, would have made him be taken 
notice of much more than he was, had 
they not been accompanied with too great 
a backwardneſs to ſhew them on pro 
occaſions. It is to be feared, that the hum- 
| ble opinion he entertained of himſelf, and 
| the conſequent modeſty of his behavioWin 
| converſation, were the occaſion of his being 
ſometimes unkindly treated, where more 
reſpect would have been ſhewn him, if he 
had taken more on himſelf. But he knew, 
lj that 
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( 31 ) þ les. + 
that an aſſuming carriage did not becom 
him, and choſe rather to err in the other ex 
treme. He had learnt to bear provocations . 
without thoſe violent reſentments, which " 
ſome men of otherwiſe good characters are apt 
to entertain. The patience, which heſhewed 
upon many other occaſions, had a ſevere trial 
in the very ſmall ſucceſs he met with during 
the courſe of many years preaching, the prepa- 
rations for which diſcovered great labour and 
judgment. It was his great greif to ſee him- 
ſelf ſo little attended. Yet as he delighted 
to enter deeply into the ſubjects he treated, 
and thought himſelf obliged to ſet before his 
hearers the duties and privileges of chriſtians 
in a ſtrong light; he went on to the laſt in 
that labourious courſe. | 

His great delight in doing good appeared 
in his unwearied labours to procure and 
convey needful ſupplies to poor miniſters 
in the country, and to the widows and or- 
phans of thoſe who were deceaſed ; to ob- 
tain proper books for ſtudents, as well as ex- 
hibitions for their ſupport; and to get releif 
for diſtreſſed families, whether of miniſters 
orgothers. In works of this nature he em- 
ployed himſelf with a zeal and diligence, 
which ſometimes turned to his own diſad- 
vantage. Nor did the narrowneſs of his in- 
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come prevent him from contributing to the 
kind and charitable purpoſes, which he re- 
commended to his freinds. His heart was 
in the work; and therefore he willingly 
bore with ſtraits and difficulties to carry it 
on. 

God grant, that the wholeſome inſtruc- 
tions which he delivered, and the good ex- 
ample which his courſe of life yeilded to thoſe 
under his immediate care, may have their ge- 
nuine effect and influence upon them. Conſi- 
der, my brethren, that 'tis of great importance 
to you, that this effect be produced. Re- 
member, that you are anſwerable for all the 
advantages, which you might have received, 
both from his miniſtry and his converſation; 
and that if you do not ſuffer them to pro- 
duce a happy effect, a miſerable one will 
ſurely follow ; that he, who was deſirous to 
be your ſucceſsful guide to the heavenly fe- 
licity, will be a witneſs againſt you, if you 
indulge any of the vices, againſt which he 3 
ſo ſolemnly warned you, or do not practiſe q 
the virtues to which he ſo earneſtly exhort- 
ed you, and which he recommended to you 
by his own example. Conſider the danger 
of neglecting to put on chriſtian habits, as 
-well as that of indulging the contrary vices. 
For though you ſhould not at preſent be re- 
markably given to any one vice; yet if under 
the 
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you have enjoyed, you do not labour to eſta- 
bliſh holy habits, the contrary vicious prin- 
ciples will prevail, and root out every thing 
that is good from within you. And the 
dreadful conſequence of this you cannot fail 
of ſeeing. I take the liberty to give this 
aweful warning to all, who ſate under the 
miniſtry of my honoured brother; at the 
fame time that I have the pleaſure of being 


be bis joy and bis crown in the day of the Lord 
Jeſus. Bear with the word of exhortation ; 
and let it not be loſt upon you. (22. OM 

May God direct you to ſupply uſefully 


the vacant place. But I cannot adviſe you 


to wait till you find one who will in all re- 
ſpects fill it up. A perſon of leſs abilities 
than your deceaſed paſtor may, with kind 
encouragement on your part, prove the hap- 


py means of building you up, and making 


you increaſe in number and ſtrength. Only 


remember, that much of a miniſter's ſucceſs 


depends upon the people's hearty affection 
and kind behaviour towards him, and their 
earneſt prayers to God for him. And give 
me leave to recommend one thing in parti- 
cular, which will always be of great impor- 
tance to you, as well towards keeping 
alive a ſenſe of religion upon your own 

minds, 
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- © / Pinds, as encouraging your miniſter. And 
that is, the attending on what is moſt 

properly called wor/b/p ; attending the 

i public addreſſes to the Almighty, as well 
as merely hearing what the miniſter can 
fay upon a text of ſcripture. There are 
many ſcandalouſly guilty in this reſpect. 
Guilty, I ſay: and a great guilt I account it, 
in thoſe, who with a little reſolution and care 
in ordering affairs at home, might be able to 
attend the whole exerciſe of public devotion; 
which, it maſt be owned, ſome are not able 
to do, however not at all times. But there 
are ſome (I am ſorry to ſay it) profeſſed 
chriſtians, who by their conduct give reaſon 
to beleive, that they are reſolved they will not 
come to the public aſſembly till the prayers 
are near finiſhed. As if the ſolemn ſocial 
worſhip of the ſupreme being was what they 
had nothing to do with! O how different is 
their diſpoſition from that of the royal pſal- 
miſt! who could appeal to his Maker, * Lord 
T have loved the habitation of thy houſe, and 
the place where thine honour dwelleth, How 
they will be able to anſwer for their conduct 7 
to that greateſt and beſt of beings, upon 
whoſe public ſervice they caſt ſuch con- 
tempt, I am not able to ſee. He perfect- 
ly knows, whether it is not in their power, 
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n 
with a little care on their fide, and a litth 
delight in the work of 


reaſon to ſuſpect, that they who willingly 
and ſtatedly neglect prayer in the public ai- 
ſembly, neglect it likewiſe in their cloſets 
and their families. And what ſenſe of re- 


ligion towards God ſuch perſons bear upon 


their minds; or what real advantage they are 
likely to reap from the preaching, which 
meer curioſity leads them to attend; I muſt 
leave their own conſciences to judge. I hope 
better things from you, my brethren: and 
conclude with humbly recommending you to 
God, and to the word of his grace; bo is 
able to build you up, und to give you an inhe- 
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ritance among all them who are ſanctiſed. 
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whole public exerciſe. But there is too much 
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